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ROLL OF HONOR.

Itis very gratifying for men and women
of to-day to find an ancestor’s name cn
the pension roll of the Revolution. It
will be equally gratifying in the future
for a man’s descendants to find that he
was on the pension roll of the War of
Rebellion.
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THE CAMPAIGN CHANGES CHARACTER.

Defeat of the Auxiliary Operations—Sigel
and Hunter Driven Out of the Shenandoah.
Butler Bottled Up at Bermuda Hundred.
Gen. Grant Moves by the Left Flank—Foiled
at the North Anna—Flanks Again Across
the Pamunkey—Change ot Ease of Supplies.
Tolopotomy Creek.

Thus far in the eampaign, the course of
this narrative has followed the main action
as waged between the two mighty adver-
garies in tidewater Virginia. It is now
necessary’ to interrupt for a time this re-
cital, and trace the development of the
movements cooperative under Butler and
Sigel, on the banks of the James River and
in the Valley of the Shenandoah. This 1
shall only do so far as may be necessary
to set forth their relations with the general
system of operations.

The force under Gen. Butler was as-
sembled at Yorktown and at Gloucester
Point, on the opposite side of the York
River, during the month of April. It was
composed. of the Eighteenth Corps,
under Gen, W. F. Smith, and the Tenth
Corps(20) which Gen. Q. A. Gillmore had
lately brought from the coast of South
Carolina. Gen. Butler had in addition a
division eof horse, under Gen. Kautz; this
division was at this time at Noffolk and
Portsmouth. The strength of the army
was somewhat above 30,000 of all arms,

BUTLER'S CAMPAIGN.

At Yorktown, Butler was in position to
move by land up the I’eninsula in the direes
tion of Riclimond; to use the line of the
York River for an advance similar to that
of McUlellan, in 1862, or to take up
the line of the James and threaten the Con-
federate Capital from the south side. The
last was the move actually intended, but
the real destination of this colummn was
kept secret: and feints of striking in both
the other directions were made. The 1lst
of May Butler |1is1u1u-hr-ql a detachment of
his force (Henry's Brigade of Turner's
Diivision) by water to West I’oint, at the
head of the York, and at the same time he
sent a force of 1,800 cavalry to move by
way of West Point, across the Peninsula.
attract the attention of the enemy toward
Richmond, and then make a junction with
his main body when it should have reached
its destination. Kautz, with his mounted
division, was instructed to move northward
from Saffolk to the south side.

During the night of May 4, the same day
the Army of the I"otomac crossed the Rap-
idan, the entire command of Butler em-
barked on transports, dropped down the
York. passed Fortress Monree, and enter-
ing the James, ascended that river, con-
voyed by a fleet of gunboats. The follow-
ing afternoon a landing was effected on
the south side of the James—one detach-
ment at City PPoint, another at Fort I"ow-
hatan, a few miles below; but the main
body a mile or two above City Point, at
Bermuda Hundred, a neck of land formed
by the sinuous course of the James and
Appomattox. The point of debarkation was
between Detersburg and Richmond—10
miles north of the former and 20 miles
gouth to the latter place. The landing was
a complete surprise, and was made without
molestation. Indeed, the Confederate force
about Petersburg and Richmond was at this
time very trivial.

GRANT'S INSTRUCTIONS NOT PLAIN.

Gen. Butler’s instructions from Gen.
Grant prescribed Richmond as bis objective
point; but his operations were to be con-
tingent upon the results achieved by the
Army of the Potomac. The program
drawn up by the Lieutenant-General for
Butler's governance is indeed vague, and in
Ecme respects contradictory, and it is dif-
ficult to tell precisely what was expected of
that officer. lle was commanded first of
ell to intrench at City Point, which would
indicate rather a defensive than an offen-
sive purpose. Further instructions ordered
bim to move against Richmond by the south
bank of the James capturing it if possible,
and if not, investing it on the south side so
as to have his left resting on the James
above Richmond. It is, however, clearly
set forth in papers not embodied by Gen.
Grant in his official report, that Butler's
action was to hinge on Gen. Grant’s own
success ; that he expected, after decisive ac-
tion, either to defeat Lee or drive him into
the intrenchments at Richmond: that he
would then approach the Confederate Cap-
ftal from the direction of the north and
west, and, uwinging across the James, make
a junction with Butler, whose signal for
action was to be Grant's guns thundering
on the north side. But, as Grant’s guns
were never heard thundering on the north
side, it is a matter of less surprise that
Butler also was foiled in his part. More-
over, I shall attempt to show that there
was, in any event, very little likelihood that
the James River column would meet what
seem to have been Gen. Grant’s expecta-

KOT EXPECTED BUTLER WOULD CAPTURE
RICHMOND.,

An advance against Richmond by the
south bank of the James placed that great
river between the city and the assailants,
and the defense of the points of passage
could readily be maintained by the local
garrison until strengthened to withstand
attack. It is, however, unnecessary to dis-
cuss this problem in detail, as it is hardly
possible that Gen. Grant ever really ex-
E-te«l Gen. Butler to capture Richmond.

ually remote was the possibility of in-
vesting it from the south bank of the James,
where the ground is a low, open plain. But
there is another circumstance that greatly
ccmplicates any operation on that line,
whether directed against Richmond imme-
diately, or with a view to invest it from
the south side, or with the object of hold-
ing a debouche for the Army of the Poto-
mac above that eity. This is the dangerous
exposure of its rear and communications
which the operating column must make. It
Is hardly to be supposed that, in framing
a plan of operations for the James River
column, there could be failure to note the
certainty of the approach of adverse masses
f{pm tbg south; for the withdrawal pof
Gillmore’s force from South Carolina left
Beauregard free to hurry forward with a
considerable army to Richmond, the dan-

er to which was apparent the moment
utler landed on the south side of the
James. It is marvellous how it could have
been expected that in this event Butler's
army could have maintained a position
above Richmond when not only its rear
must have been so greatly exposed. but its
line of communications, with its depot at
=

29. The Tenth Corps was composed of
three divisions under Brig.-Gens. Terr(;.
mes and Turner; the Eighteenth Corps,
of two divisions of white troops, under

‘Brig. Brooks and Weitzel, and a divi-

Bermuda Hundred, must have been quite
uncovered to the enemy,

IF BUTLER HAD TAKEN PETERSBURG.

In the actual situation the only effective
service that Butler's force could render to-
ward the execution of the general plan was
to secure a lodgment on the south side of
the James River, below Richmond, in case
the Army of the Potomac should need to be
transferred thither. This purpose might
best of all have been attained by another
operation, which, while serving this end,
would have had the most important bear-
ings on the general object of the campaign.
This is to have immediately seized IPeters-
burg. which, as the strategic key to Rich-
mond, would probably have been decisive
of the fall of that city. IlIad Petersburg
heen taken at this time, it is probable that
Lee, abandoning as vain the attempt to
defend the Confederate Capital, would have

stances, and contemplated a simultaneous
onset in front with a thrusting forward of
the flanking column, to gain the rear of
the Union line by the unguarded interval
on its right flank. To make his stroke
still more sure, the Confederate cqmmand—
er, while moving up with his main force
from Petersburg to Butler's front, had left
one of his divisions, under Gen. Whiting,
in position at a point on the Petersburg
& Richmond Railroad, a considerable tlu.;-
tance to the rear of the left of Butler's
force. To this division was assigned the
duty of moving directly forward simulta-
neously with the attack in front, and lay-
ing hold of the Union line of retreat. Noth-
ing could be more complete than the plan,
but its execution was very far from filling
the measure of Beauregard’s expectations.

REBEL TURNING COLUMN TURNED.

The right of Smith's line, where the
shock of the turning column was first felt,
was held by Heckman's Brigade. This
was quite overwhelmed by the suddenness
of the blow, and as the enemy was then
entirely in rear of the right flank, a great
disaster seemed imminent. It happened
fortunately, however, that the night before
(ien. Butler had assigned three regiments
of Ames’s Division of Gillmore’s Corps
to Gen. Smith as a reserve to his line.
One of these regiments, the 112th N. Y.,
happily arrived at this critical juncture,
and, being joined by the 9th Me. regiment,
the two met the Confederates at a point
where the transverse road on which they
were moving forward crosses the road run-
ning back to Bermuda Hundred. This lat-
ter road the enemy were aiming to seize,
when the purpose was foiled by the stub-
born resistance of the two regiments above
named. It is probable that the resistance
here encountered gave the Confederate com-
mander the impression that he had been

mistaken in his notion of the Union dis-
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OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY

fallen off on the Lynchburg or Danville
line. But even had Lee attempted, by
throwing himself upon Butler, to recover
Petersburg, the James River column was
sufficiently powerful to have maintained
alone the defense of the line of the Appo-
mattox against any force the Confederates
could spare to bring against it. It will
now be seen how speedy was the punish-
ment that befell dispositions originally
faulty.

CUTTING RICHMOND & PETERSBURG R. B.

The debarkation of the force was com-
pleted by the Gth. As the instructions of
Gen. Grant were first of all to intrench, the
construction of a defensive front across the
narrow neck of Bermuda IMundred was im-
which it struck near Walthal Junction. A
mediately begun. This line was drawn
within three miles of the Richmond &
Petersburg Railroad, the destruction of
which engaged Butler's first attention, The
same day a brigade moved out to this road,
small force of the enemy was encountered,
and after a brisk skirmish the brigade re-
turned.

Thus far there had been no indication
of any considerable body of the enemy in
the vicinity, but that night the van of Beau-
regard’s army, drawn from Charleston,
Savannah, and Florida, reached Petersburg.
When therefore, on the morning of the Tth,
a column of five brigades moved out to de-
stroy the DPetersburg & Richmond Rail-
road, the enemy was found in a sition
covering that road, from Walthal Junction
north to Chester Station. Brooks attacked
and drove this force from its wvantage
ground ; but rallying, it pushed back his
right, and finally both parties withdrew.
On the morning of the 9th another ad-
vance was made to the railroad. Here a
force was left facing in the direction of
Richmond, while the remainder turned
southward, toward Petersburg. The enemy
was woon met and driven, skirmishing, to
Swift Creek(three miles from ’etersbhurg),
on the right bank of which he occupied a
strong line of earthworks. Having mean-
while effectually destroyed the railroad,
Butler designed next day crossing Swift
Creek and crowding the enemy into Peters-
burg: but that night he received from
Washington such accounts of Lee's being
“in full retreat to Richmond,” that he re-
solved to turn northward, in order to aid
!It‘a ]the investment of the Confederate Cap-
ital.

BUTLER'S FORCE INSUFFICIENT FOR ASSAULT

Two days afterward a general advance
was made in the direction of Richmon.l.
Whatever force of the enemy was encoun-
tered was pressed back until dark, when
the Confederates took position on the left
bank of Proctor's Creek. Next morning
(13th) the enemy withdrew from the creek
to an intrenched line in the rear. This
line, if adequately held, would have been
difficult to carry by assault; but Gen. Gill-
more succeeded in turning it, and held its
extreme right. The possession of this line,
however, only revealed the enemy holding
an interior line of works, with a bastion
salient on an eminence completely com-
manding the position gained. The flanks
fell back on the Confederates’ left to the
James River and Drewry's Bluff. and on
their right extended in a northwesterly
direction beyond any point visible. The
prong or arm of the works which Gen. Gill-
more had turned ran into this second line
at the bastion salient before mentioned.
Butler's force was much strung out, and
an_assault ordered for the next morning
had to be abandoned for the want of avail-
able troops to form a column, It was then
:llo-u‘-]rmined to attack on the morning of the
Gth.

BEAUREGARD'S ATTACK UNDER A CLOUD or
EGYPTIAN FOG,

The night of the 15th every thing ®as
still. A thin film of clouds slightly ob-
scured the sky, but it was not so heavy as
to interfere seriously with the moonlight,
and the heavens gave no token of what was
presently to be seen. Before dawn a dense
fog, arising from the margin of the James,
overspread the whole face of the country
with so opaque a pall that a horseman was
not visible at a distance of 10 yards, In
the thick of this, and before dawn, the
sleeping camp was suddenly afoused by a
savage outburst of musketry and artillery
fire along the whole line. Beauregard had
taken advantage of the fog, and had begun
the execution of a plan of offensive action
which, under the circumstances, threatened
fatal results to the Union foree. Butler's
force was disposed along a front excessive-
ly extended, and though Gen. Smith en-
deavo_red to reach as far as pessible by
drawing out his corps in one thin line.
there. \m:!s lsti_ll a, full mile and a half of
open, undulating country between his rizht
flank and the iumu. This great strefch
was observed by nothing more than 150

on of colored troops, under Brig.-Gen.

colored cavalry. Beauregard's dispositi
to attack were well suited t.: thom

OF THE NORTH ANNA RIVER.

positions, and caused him to believe that
the Union right, instead of resting where
it really did, was thrown back en echelon.
Thus disconcerted and confused in the thick
fog, the Confederate turning column with-
drew,

SMITH'S WIRED STUMPS EFFECTIVE,

While this flanking operation was in exe-
cution, Beauregard assailed energetically
the front of Smith’s line, held by the divi-
sions of Brooks and Weitzel. Bauat so far
from gaining any success here, he met a
severe repulse. This was in a large meas-
ure due to a novel and ingenious device of
Gen. Smith, who had caused his men a
day or two before to wind a large amount
of telegraph wire (here found) around the
stumps of trees, and thus cover their front.
When, therefore, the Confederates ran
forward to the assault, not perceiving the
wire in the fog, they were tripped violent-
ly and shot as sparéd game by the Union
marksinen.

SMITH RETIRED TO COVER STORES.

Finding that the Union force was inex-
pungable by a front attack, Beauregard set
on foot a repetition of his turning wove in
lieavier force against the right flank, this
time made further to the right. The posi-
tion was really untenable by the force at
Gen. Smith's disposal against a serious
effort in that direction, for the Confed-
erates had but to swing their left well
round in order to attain a lateral road lead-
ing directly back to Bermuda Hundred.
Accordingly, on learning this new turning
movement—which threatened the trains,
the communications, and even the depot on
the James, which had been left but feebly
defended—Gen. Smith ordered a retirement
of his line to a position in the rear, where
he conld better cover what was of value
behind him.

BUTLER RETIRED TO BERMUDA FIUNDRED.

While these things were passing on
Smith's front, Gillmore's Corps, on the left,
had been less engaged. His right, indeed,
felt the ghock of the same attacks that
were made upon Smith, but his left was
entirely unassailed. This was due to the
inexplicable inaction of Gen. Whiting,
whose position threatened directly the main
line of retreat by the turnpike. Beaure-
gard’s instructions to him to attack were
entirely disobeyed, and he made no motion
whatever. In this condition of affairs it
would have been fortunate had Gillmore's
left been swung forward, for this move-
ment would not only have relieved the pres-
sure on Smith, but would have taken Beau-
regard’s line in reverse. When Smith’s
Corps was withdrawn, Gen. Gillmore con-
formed to the movement. The whole force
was then by Gen. Butler withdrawn with-
in the lines at Bermuda Hundred. The
Confederate loss in this action was about
3,000, and the Union loss nearly 4,000,
Beauregard followed up leisurely, and threw
up a defensive line confronting Butler's
intrenchments.

It was certainly very unfortunate that
Butler allowed himself to be thrown back
into the cul-de-sac of Bermuda Hundred,
where, if he was secure against attack, he
was also powerless for offensive operations
against Richmond—being, as he himself
said at the time, bottled up and hermetical-
ly sealed. It was still open to him, how-
ever, to pass to the south bank of the Ap-
pomattox and seize Petersburg—the most
important stroke he could possibly have
executed. This soon became apparent to
Ifnll:«r. and he had made all his prepara-
tions to move on that place, when he was
ordered by Gen. Grant to detach the major
part of his force to the assistance of the
Arimy of the Potomae, which was then ap-
proaching the Chickahominy,

IN BHENANDOAII VALLEY,

'l'lu-'oxpeditimmry force in the Shenan-
doah Valley and West Virginia was divided
into two_columns—one under Crook, con-
sisting of a force of infantry and a divi-
sion of cavalry under Gen. Averell, to move
by the Kanawha to operate against the
East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad; the
other, under Nigel, to advance as far as
possible up the Virginia Valley. Both
movements began the 1st of May.

Sigel moved up the Shenandoah Valley,
met the enemy at Newmarket on the 15th,
and, after a severe engagement, was de-
fpat_ecl. with eousiderable loge, and retired
behind Cedar Creek. Sigel was then super-
s:odid by Gen. Hunter, who immediately
00
from Gen. Grant to move on Staunton and
destroy the railroad thence toward Char-
lottesville. If he could veach -the later
place, and thence move on Lynechbur,
was to do so. Hunter encounteretf
Confederates the 5th of June, at Pied-
mont, and, after an action of several hours,
defeated them, capturing 1,500 prisoners
and three pieces of artillery. This result is

attributable to the fact that Lee had ven-
tured on detaching Breckinridge's Division

up the offensive under instructions |dis}

, he
the [N

from the force in the Vallew to join the
army confronting Grant, 8th of the
same month Hunter formed a junction with
Crook and Averel! at Staunoten, from which
place he moved toward L!lichimrg. bi way
of Lexington. Arriving before Lynchburg,
it was found to be well defended; and, as
Hunter learned that reinforcements to the
Confederates were arriving by railroad
from Lee's army, while his own supplies
of ammunition were neatly exhausted, he
determined to return.. But this he Jut'lged
too perilous by the route over which he
had advanced, seeing that the ‘ememy, by
means of the Virginia Central Railroad,
might rapidly throw forces in his rear. He
thought it better, therefgre, to retire by
the line of the Kanawha.

RAW TROOPS BCARED BY GUERRILLAS,

His supplies had nearly givem out; but
it was confidently expected that'great store
would be found at Meadow Bridge, five or
six marches from Lynechburg, where a half-
million rations had been left a- few days
hefore by Crook and Averell, under guard
of two Ohio regiments of 100 days’ men.
These troops, however, were stampeded by
a contemptible handful of guerrillas, and,
after burning about half the stores, car-
ried off the remainder. The return of
Hunter's ecolumn by way of the Alpine and
almost impracticable region of West Vir-
ginin was attended with great privations;
but he succeeded in bringing it through.
The eccentfic line ‘of retreat taken up put
him for several weeks out of all relation
with military operations, and entirely un-
covered the frontier of the loyal Ntates.
Aside from great material damage inflicted
on the enemy by the destruction of found-
ries, factories and mills, Hunter's opera-
tions had no sensible influence on the cam-
paign im.Virginia. il

Both cooperative columns being thus dis-
posed of, it j8 now time to return to the
Army of the Potomac,

FROM SPOTSYLVANIA TO THE CHICKANOMINY

The experience of the 12 days before
Spotsylvania brought the conviction to
every man in the army that the position,
as defended, was, in truth, impregnable. Of
this even Gen. Grant, anxious as he was to
give Lee a crushing blow, was at length
convinced. Then, as in the Wilderness, lLe
began a movement to turn the position by
a flank march. This is an opeiation usual-
ly accounted very hazardous in the presence
of a vigilant enemy. Nevertheless, it was
condueted with great precision and skill
and complete success. First of all Han-
cock's Corps, taken from the right of the
army, moved on the might of the 20th May,
behind the cover of the remaining corps,
castward to Massaponax” Chureh. Thence,
heading southward, and preceded by Tor-
bett’'s Cavalry Division, Hamcock, on the
following day, pushed his advance to Mil-
ford Station, on the Frederickshurg & Rich-
mond Railroad. 17 miles south of his point
of starting. The cavalry in advance, with
much address, dislodged a hostile force
holding the bridge across the Mattapony
near this point.(30) and Hancock threw
his left over that stream at Bowling Green,
In this position it bivouaeked on the night
of the 21st, and here also the 8econd Corps
remained till the morning of the 23d, while
other movements about to be described were
under way. -

This turning movement, jealously guard-
ed as it was, did not pass unohserved hy
the enemy. Now, it is well known that
a flank march im presence of the hostile
army affords unusual opportunity of strik-
ing a blow, and a vigorous remmander will
not willingly let slip suck an occasion of
taking the offensive, either ‘by falling upon
that portion already on the march, or by
attacking the portion that remains behind.

WHEN GRANT WITHDREW LEE FELL BACK.

It can hardly be supposed that it was
anything but Lee's weakness that prevent-
ed his adopting this course; for, although
made aware of Grant’s initiative, he, in-
stead of acting on the aggressive, adopted
the course of falling back on parallel roads
nearer to Richmond, with the intention,
however, of again interposing his army
across Grant's line of march, Accordingly,
at midnight on the 20th, the same night
on which Hancock set out, Longstreet's
Corps was headed southward, and another
grand race between the two armies, simi-
lar to that from the Wildérness to Spotsyl-
vania, was begun. But as Lee's front at
Snotsylvania gave him command of the best
and direct route leading southward (name-
ly, the telegraph road, with the roads con-
verging on and radiating therefrom), and
as it was necessary for the Army of the
Potomac, on its delicate flank march, to
take circuitous routes well eastward, it
was, from the start, probable that Lee
would gain on his adversary.

ITancock had begun the movement on the
night of the 20th. On the morning of the
21st Warren’s Corps followed. Lee met
this by sending Ewell's Corps after Long-
street’s. There then remained within the
Inw.s of Spotsylvania, Burnside's and
W'rrght‘s Corps on the Union side, and
Hill's Corps on the Confederate side. Burn-
side left that afternoon. Wright, with the
Rixth Corps, preg:red to follow. Hill then
fancying it to be a good opportunity to
assume the offensive, made a sally on
Wright's front, and opemed an attack,
which, however, was easily repulsed.(31)
During the night the Sixth Corps with-
drew; Hill did the same, and the works of
Spotsylvania, ceasing to be the objects
either of attack or defense, remained as
parts of the series of parallels that along
the whole route of the contending armies,
from the Rapidan to the James, stand

monuments of the most desperate campaign
iu history.

BOTH ARMIES TO THE NORTH ANNA.

The two armies once fairly on the march,
their operations belong to the domain of
strategy, which deals with the movements
of armies out of sight of each other. Neith-
er, ¥ndeed, seems to have sought to deal
the other a blow while on the march, and
both headed, as for a common goal, toward
the North Anna. Two marches brought
the rival forces once more close to each
other.

"I‘he region between Spotsylvania and the
North Anna, through which the advance
conducted, is fair and fertile—the face of
the country, beautifully undulating, is no-
where bold, and the .rivér-bottoms have
many large and fine pluntations, which
were at this time under ‘cultivation. It
was indeed virgin ground oyer which the
army advanced, showing nope of those Jdeso-
lating traces of war that marked all Vir-
ginia north of the Rapidan. Ilere were
fields with sprouting wheht and growing
corn and luxuriant clover: lowing herds
and the perfume of blosgoms, and the song
of Summer birds; homesteads of the Vir-
ginia planter (everything lom a ‘large and
generous scale), and great! apcestril elms,
dating back to the time before our fore-

fathers learned to be ls, Comihg as
the army so lately ‘rom where the
tread of hostile feet for thgee years had

made the country bara and barren as a

threshing-floor, the reg through which

ilf‘-I mtnw passed seemed a very Araby the
est.

30. It happened that a Qenfederate bri-
gade, under Kemper, on ite"way from Rich-
mond to Spotsylvanig reinforce IL.ee,
had reached-this-point and#aken up a posi-
tion on the right bank of fhe Mattapony—
a position exceedingly.:stypong against an
attempt to cross that s in force. The
cavalry showed ‘much ’ »and pluck in
ing. the.enemy this position,
and captured (6 pr ut more im-
portant still, ft*gecured 'the bridge.

31. Hill committed error in making
the attaeX in front: for had he crossed the

¥ fho“ﬁ' would have btruck the righd
flank of the Sixth Cerps, uncovered by the
withdrawal of \Warren, and would have had
a very effective euﬁ[l.«ilng fire.

one place; but =
checked his advance.

As it was,
he succeeded in breakipg Wright's line at|H
beavy artillery fire

Four

Good Reasons
For Claiming Pension..

T is creditable to the manliness and unselfishness of the soldiers of the War of the
Rebellion that 162,000 of them (estimated) have never applied for pension.

But every one of these soldiers who is 62 years of age is now making a mistake

in declining a pension, for the following reasons:

1st.

resources, if not for himself, for those who are dependent upon him.
is more easily lost than a pension,

widow, if he leaves one,

getting her pension. A pension f

~ able, as nobody can get it away from her.

2d.
some unworthy pensioners.

honorable,

3d. It is very easy now to do the business.
upon request, a simple blank form, with full, plain iastructions.
necessary. Some future administration of the Pension Office may be dilatory ; the present

It is an honor to be on the pension roll.

It is the duty of every man who has passed the prime of life to husband all his

Every kind of property

The soldier who gets a pension for himself facilitates his

or her is particularly valu-

This is true, notwithstanding there are

There were some unworthy men awarded lands and knighthood
for war service in the old days, but this did not make nobility any the less desirable and

The National Tribune Agency will send,

No examination probably

aaministration promptly and courteously recognizes the claims of soldiers.

4th.

and does not thank you for it.

Your own neighborhood may

The Government does not need the money you are presenting it every year,

need it. It is a well known

fact that the most prosperous communities are those where there is plenty of pension money

All About the New ‘‘Age’’ Order.

in circulation.

THE LAW OF JUNE 27. 1800, AND THE NEW
“AGE" ORDER.

The laws of June 27, 1890, and May 9,
1900, provide for a pension, according to
degree of disability, from $6 to $12 per
month for any soldier of the War of the
Rebellion who served 90 days and was hon-
orably discharged.

The new “AGE” Order simply says that
any claimant who has arrived at the age
of 62, or 65, or 68, or 70, is presumed with-
out further proof (and, inferentially, with-
out examination) to be suffering disability
sufficient to warrant $6 a month pension
at age of 62; $8 a month at age of 65; $10
a month at age of 68 and $12 a month at
age of 70.

To Those Who Have Never Ap-
plied for Pension.

The estimate is that there are 162,000
soldiers of the War of the Rebellion who
have never applied for pension, and that
the majority of them are over G2 years of
age. We urge upon these comrades that
it is their duty to apply. If many are go
well-to-do that they do mot mneed it, they
can apply the money to help those who
do need it. A pensioner coniributes to the
grosperity of his neighborhood. Every dol-
lar he draws and puts into circulation
serves the whole community before it final-
Iy goes back to the Treasury. The pension
list is really a Roll of Honor. Under this
“AGE"” Order an application can be made
that, in most cases, does not involve ex-
amination, which probably removes a fea-
ture that was objectionable to many.

Write to R. W. Shoppell, or The National
Tribune, Washington, D. C., and a proper
blank will be mailed you without cost.

TO GENERAL LAW PENSIONERS DRAWING

LESS THAN $12,

If under the law of Jume 27, 1890, as
construed by the New “AGE"” Order, which
is given elsewhere, a pensioner will receive
an increase, he should write to R. W.
Shoppell, or The National Tribune, Wash-
ington, D. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed him without cost.

TO PENSIONERS UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE
27, 1890, WHO ARE RECEIVING LESS THAN
$12 PER MONTH.

Read very carefully the new “AGE” Or-
der given in another column. If it allows
you more pension than you are now re-
ceiving, write to R. W. Shoppell, or The
National Tribune, Washington, D. C.,
and a proper blank will be mailed you
without cost.

TO REJECTED CLAIMANTS.

Any one over 62 years of age whose
claim, under any law, was rejected should
write to R. W. Sloppell, or The National
Tribune, Washington, D. C., and a proper
blank will be mailed you without cost.

ABILITY THAN IS PRESUMED BY THE
“AGE"” ORDER, ]

The “AGE” Order presumes and allows
that a claimant is half disabled for manual
labor at the age of 62; two-thirds disabled
at the age of G5 ; five-sixths disabled at the
age of G8, and wholly disabled at the age

T0 THOSE WISIING TO ALLEGE MORE DIS- [

of 70. If the claimant can mnot show thad
he has greater disability at these respective
ages than is recited above, it is of no use
for him to describe his ailments. It is a
disadvantage, in fact, because it will incur
the expense and delay of medical examina-
[tion. If a claimant is in fair health for
| iis age, it is useless to apply for more than
| is allowed by the “age” order.

Any one, however, who is sure that he
Jis more disabled than is allowed for by the
I“AGE" Order should write to R. W.
! Shoppell, or The National Tribune, Wash-
ington, D. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed Lim without cost.

Widows.

Upon the death of your soldier husband,
It is one of
the provisions he leaves for your mainten-

apply for pension promptly.

ance. In most cases the pension will com=
mence from date of application. Some-
thing is lost by delay. Write to B. W.
fhoppell, or The National Tribune, Wash-
ington, D.. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed youn withont cost.

OTHER CLASSES OF CLAIMS,

We are prepared to prosecute all kinds
of claims other than those already referred
to. Write us briefly about them.

ADDRESS.

Do not write long letters, and address
answers and all correspondence to R. W.
Shoppell, or THE NATIONAL TRIB-
UNE, 3839 Penn. Ave., Washington, D. C.

The advances of the 21st and 22d brought
the different corps, which had moved on
parellel roads at supporting distance, with-
in a few miles of the North Anna River.
Resuming the march on the morning of
Monday, May 23, the army in a few hours
reached the northern bank of that stream.
But it was only to descry its old enemy
planted on the opposite side!(32) The
problem then passed from the domain ot
strategy into the tactical guestion of fore-
ing the passage of the river—an opera-
tion always delicate and difficult when vig-
orously resisted. And that it would be
vigorously resisted there was every prom-
ise; for if Lee purposed making a stand
between the North and South Anna, he
would naturally seek to gain all the time
possible in order to establish himself well
in his new position. Moreover, the North
Anna covers the Virginia Central Railroad
(here but from ome to three miles south
of the river), by which reinforcements
were coming to him from the Valley of the

Shenandoah.

WARREN BECURED JERICHO FORD.

The lines on which the army had pushed
its advance brought the columns to the
North Anpa, near the point at which the
Fredericksburg & Richmond Railroad
crosses that stream, The left column, un-
der Hancock, indeed, struck it at the rail-
road, and at a point one mile above where
the telegraph road from Fredericksburg to
Richmond crosses the North Anna on a
wooden bridge: the right column, under
Warren, four miles higher up, at Jericho
Ford. By a contrary fortune, Warren was
able to effect the passage without any re-
xistance, but was savagely assailed on the
other side: while Hancock had to fight on
the north bank for a crossing.

When Warren's colunm  reached the
North Anna at Jericho Ford, the Confed-
erate commander, absorbed in guarding the
points of passage opposite his right, either
unwittingly neglected. or did not heed the
crossing above; so that on Warren's ar-
rival at Jericho Ford, no enemy was ob-
served on the southern bank—a circum-
stance of which advantage was at once
taken. "The river has here verv precipitous
banks and a rocky bed: and Jericho Ford
i= a ford in name rather than in reality.
Nevertheless, the head of Warren's column,
the brigade of Bartlett, accoutered as it
wag, plunged into the stream breast-deep,
waded across, and. forming line of battle
on the opposite side, covered the building
of a pontoon-bridge. "T'his being quickly
done, the whole of the corps crossed early
in the afternoon. Line of battle was
formed with Cutler’s Division on the right,
Griffin’s Division in the center and Craw-
ford’s Division on the left. Then push-
ing out several hundred yards, the corps
took position on the hither side of a piece
of woods that lies between the river and
the Virginia Central Railroad, distant a
mile and a half. XNething more than a
heavy skirmish line was at first met, the
only Confederate force at the moment pres-
ent being a single brigade of Wilcox's Divi-
sion of Hill's Corps, under command of
Col. Brown. But this was soon reinforced
by the three other brigades of the divi-
sion,(33) and by Ileth’s Division. War-
ren’s line was just about to begin intrench-
ing itself in the position taken up, when, a
little .past § o'clock, Griffin, holding the
center, was furiouslv assailed by the force
above mentioned, which suddenly developed

82. “The enemy was seen in large force
marching in column on the opposite bank,
evidently en route from Spotsylvania.”—
ancock's Report.

33. 'I‘he_ brigades of Scal_u.- Gordon and

double lines of battle. Griffin efectually
repulsed the attack, and with such loss to
the assailants that the Confederate com-
mander, while continuing to hold three
brigades on Grifin's front, detached the
brizade under Brown to make an assault
in flank.(34) Marching in column up the
railroad for some distance, that brigade
wheeled by right into line of battle, and
fell upon Cutler’s Division, which was just
getting into position on the right of Griffin.
Cutler’s left giving way, the whole division
was thrown into much confusion. This un-
covered Griffin's right; but the danger was
avoided by refusing that flank somewhat,
and at the same time Bartlett’s Brigade
hurried forward and reestablished the line.
In the execution of this manuver there
occurred one of those odd rencounters which
occasionally happen in the complicated ac-
tion of battle. One of Bartleit's regiments
(the 83d P’a., under Lieut.-Col. McCoy). in
marching up by the flank, ran plump
against Brown’s column, which was moving
to follow up its first advantage against the
right. It was one of those critical situa-
tions which a moment will decide—the de-
cision, in fact, depending on gaining the
advantage of the first volley. With quick
self-possession, McCoy wheeled his forward
companies into line, and secured the first
fire. One of McCoy's men seized the Con-
federate commander by the collar and
dragged him in, and the 83d poured into
the flank and rear of the hostile brigade
a volley which sent it back in disorder
through the woods., The repulse of the ene-
my at all points on Warren's front was
now complete, and nearly 1,000 prisoners
were taken. Warren's entire loss was not
above 350 in killed and wounded.
HANCOCK HAD TO FIGHT FOR A CROSSING.
I pass now from Warren on the right to
Hancock on the left, where that officer had
to earry the passage of the river against
considerable opposition. Hancock's point
of passage, as already seen, was the Ches-
terfield or County Bridge, a mile above the
railroad crossing of the North Anna. ITere
the Confederates had constructed a tete-
de-pont on a tongue of land formed by
Long Creek and the North Anna. Cover-
ing the bridge on the north side was an ex-
tended redan, with a wet ditch in front,
the gorge being commanded by rifle-trenches
in the rear. On the southern bank, which
dominates the mnorthern. was a similar
work. (35) The tongue of land to be over-
passed in carrying the bridge-head was a
bare and barren plain several hundred
vards in width, ascending sharply toward
the enemv’s position, which, as it turned
out, was held by a part of McLaw's Divi-
sion of Longstreet’s Corps. Birney's Divi-
sion of Hancock’s Corps was assigned the
duty of carrying the work and bridge. To
cover the storming party, Cok Tidball,
Chief of Artillery of the Corps, placed
in position three sections, which replied
with effect to the enemy’s fire. An hour
before sundown. the assault was made by
the brigades of Pierce and KEgan, that,
under a heavy fire, swept across the open
plain at double-quick. As the menacing
line approached close to the work, the gar-
rison fled precipitately, and the men, mak-
ing a foothold in the parapet with their
bayonets, clambered over it and planted
their colors on the redan. Thirty men of
the defending foree, unable to escape, Were
captured in the ditch. The affair was ex-
ceedingly spirited, and cost less than 150

34. The manner of execution of this
movement I had on the spot from Col.
Brown himself, who, as ?il{nbe seen, Was
in a few minutes taken prisoner,

35. These works were built the year pre-

vious, about the time of the battle of Chan-
sellorsville. sty

men. The enemy made several attempts to
burn the bridge during the night, but these
were frustrated by the vigilance and good
conduct of the troops.

On the foThowing morning it was found
that the Confederates had abandoned their
advanced works op“the southern bank of
the river. Hancock's Corps then crossed
by the bridge. At the same time the S:xth
Corps made the passage on the right at
the same point at which Warren's Corps
had defiled the previous evening.

It will have been noted that the point
at which the left colummn under Hancock
crossel the North Anna is separated from
the point at which the right column under
Warren had made the passage by an inter-
val of four miles. From this circuomstance
there resulted a very peculiar formation of
the Confederate line ; and from this a train
of egents that baulked the attempt to push
the Wdvance across the South Anna, and
finally compelled Gen. Grant teo abandon
the attempt. recross the North Anna, and
take up a wholly different line of march. 1
shall endeavor to make this intelligible.

GRANT DECIDED TO TAKE ANOTHER ROUTE.

While Lee, after the passage of Hancock
on the left, threw his right wing back
from the North Anna, and on the passage
of Warren on the right threw back his left
wing, he continued to cling with his center
to the river; so that, as I have said, his
army took up a very remarkable line in the
form of an obruse-angled triangle, with the
vertex thrust out on the North Anna, his
right flank refused on the Hanover marshes,
and his left flank thrown back and rest-
ing on Little River. IHancock’s Corps was
abreast one face of this triangle; Warren's
and Wright's Corps were abreast the other
face. Now. when Burnside attempted to
throw his command across the North Anna
at a transit intermediate between the
points of passage of Iancock and Warren,
his advance division, under Gen. Critten-
den, suffered very severely in the operation.
Moreover, when Warren attempted to ex-
tend his line by sending down Crawford's
Division from the right to conmnect with
Crittemden, this force also was as=ailed,
and with considerable difficulty made its
way back. Then the Confederates interpos-
ing, et off connection between Hancock's
and Warren's Corps, and therefore between
the two wings of the army.

The game of war seldom presents a more
effectual checkmate than was here given by
Lee: for after Grant had made the bril-
liantly successful passage of the North
Anna, the Confederate commander, thrust-
ing his center between the two wings of
the Army of the Iotomae, put his antag-
onist at enormous disadvantage, and.com-
pelled him, for the reinforcement of one or
the other wing. to make a double passage
of the river. The more the position of Lee
was examined, the more unpromising at-
tack was seen to be: and after passing the
two following days in reconnoissances and
in destroving some miles of the Virginia
Central Railroad, Gen. Grant determined
to withdraw across the North Anna and
take up a mew line of advance.(36)

TO THE PAMUNKEY.
was begun at dark of the 26th of May,

when the Second, Fifth and Sixth Corps
retired by different bridges to the north

36. Gen. Grant's statement of the situa-

previous ones, I withdrew on the
the 26th to the north bank of the

Anna.” Report, p. 9.

(Coutinued on second page.)

The withdrawal from the North Annl'

tion is vague. and is in following
words: *“Finding the enemy’s ition on
the North Anna s than either of hig .
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